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1. Background 

1.1  The Welsh Government has launched a formal consultation seeking views on 
whether the statutory duty to broadcast local authority meetings should be 
extended, beyond the full council meetings which are already subject to the 
duty under the Local Government and Elections (Wales) Act 2021. A copy of 
the full consultation can be accessed through the following link: 

 Consultation on extending the duty on local authorities to broadcast meetings 
[HTML] | GOV. WALES 

1.2  Currently, only full Council meetings are required to be broadcast, but a 
number of authorities are streaming other meetings voluntarily. Cyngor 
Gwynedd broadcasts the following meetings: 

• Full Council 

• Cabinet 

• Planning 

• Scrutiny (the three Scrutiny committees) 
 
1.3  It should be noted that the above meetings are also hybrid (multi-venue) 

meetings in Gwynedd. Should the requirement to broadcast committees be 
extended, those meetings would not be required to be hybrid meetings. 
However, the work of preparing and running the webcast would be equivalent 
to holding a multi-venue meeting. 

 

2.  Objectives of the Consultation 

2.1  The consultation seeks views on: 

• whether the duty should be extended to include other committees 
such as the Cabinet, Scrutiny and Planning Committees; 

• whether similar duties should be imposed on Fire and Rescue 
Authorities and National Park Authorities; 

• what the retention period should be for recordings of broadcast meetings; 
• the costs, impact and practicality for local authorities.  

https://www.gov.wales/consultation-extending-duty-local-authorities-broadcast-meetings-html
https://www.gov.wales/consultation-extending-duty-local-authorities-broadcast-meetings-html


2.2 The Welsh Ministers' proposal is to require the following statutory committee 
meetings of the principal councils to be broadcast:  

• Democratic Services Committees, * 

• Governance and Audit, * 

• Licensing* 

• Planning,   

• Overview and Scrutiny,  

• and Standards, * 

• also Cabinet meetings 

2.3  Note that * above indicates the additional requirements to the current practice 
that would affect Cyngor Gwynedd. These meetings would not be required to 
be hybrid meetings, but officers would have to be on location in the chambers 
for the webcasting, and the 'set-up' work and resources for running the 
meetings would be similar to the hosting of a hybrid meeting that is broadcast.   

 
2.4  Evidently there are specific resource implications in extending the provision 

further, particularly as current technology for webcasting in Cyngor Gwynedd 
is on very weak footing as it is based on analogue provision from different 
companies, and is therefore vulnerable to failure. The upgrading of the 
chambers, adequate and specialist staffing resources, costs of broadcast 
licences etc must be taken into account when considering the response. 

 
National Park Authorities and Fire and Rescue Authorities 
 

2.4  The report also consults on whether the duty to broadcast should be extended 
to National Park Authorities and Fire and Rescue Authorities. While it is 
considered that it is a matter for those public bodies to respond, the principle 
of ensuring transparency to the public is equally applicable to these bodies as 
to local authorities. Note that the consultation does not extend to including the 
duty to broadcast Joint Corporate Committees. 

 
Retention Periods 
 

2.5  The consultation notes that the 2021 Act states that in relation to the 
broadcasting of full meetings of principal councils, a recording of the 
broadcast must be available electronically for a specified period after the 
meeting. The term 'specified period' has not been defined in law and therefore 
it is a matter for all principal councils to determine. Practices vary across 
Wales. The Welsh Minister is seeking views regarding the retention period of 
meeting recordings, and asks whether the period should be the same as the 
retention period for electronic minutes of meetings, i.e. six years.  

 
2.6  The website states that the retention period for recordings of Cyngor 

Gwynedd committees is 6 months and that a copy is available upon request 
outside this period. The recordings are live on the website for almost 12 
months, and there is a specific cost to the authority for accessing any 
recording outside this period. 

 



3.  Next steps and recommendations 

3.1 The deadline for responses is 28 November 2025. 

3.2  Members of the Democracy Services Committee will be asked to provide 
observations on the draft responses to the consultation questions, as set out 
in Appendix A. 

3.3. The Democracy Services Committee's observations on the draft responses to 
the consultation questions, as set out in Annex A, will be submitted to the 
Council's Cabinet meeting on 11 November in order to approve the 
submission of an official response to the Welsh Government on behalf of the 
authority. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX A 

Consultation questions.  

Question 1 - Do you agree the duty to broadcast meetings live should be extended to 
additional meetings of a principal council? 
The Council welcomes the principle of democratic transparency and the attempt to widen 

public access to the work of local government and as a means of strengthening public 

accountability. However, there are a number of practical and financial issues that must be 

considered before implementing any new duty. 

The Council is concerned that the new duty could result in significant financial pressures, 

particularly for broadcasting equipment, video storage and staffing resources. It would be 

appropriate for the Welsh Government to provide specific ongoing funding to support the 

extended duty. 

Given the current requirement to webcast the meetings of the Full Council, it is 

recommended that this is identified as Phase 1 of the journey. It is suggested that 

consideration should be given to extending the legal requirement to include meetings of the 

highest public interest in Phase 2, specifically the Cabinet, Planning Committees and 

Scrutiny Committees.  It should then be extended to Phase 3 to include the Democracy 

Services, Governance and Audit, Licensing and Standards Committees, as a step in the 

future.  

 

Question 2 - Are there other committees’ meetings of a principal council you think the 
duty should be extended? 
See the last paragraph of the response to question 1. 

 

Question 3 - Do you agree the requirement to broadcast meetings should be extended to 
National Park Authorities and Fire and Rescue Authorities? 
The principle of ensuring transparency to the public applies equally to those bodies as it 

does to local authorities. It is recommended that these authorities commence their 

broadcasting arrangements as part of the extension referred to as 'phase 2' in Cyngor 

Gwynedd's response to question 1 above.   

 

Question 4 - Should the broadcasting of National Park Authorities and Fire and Rescue 
Authority meetings be extended to meetings beyond that of the full authority, e.g. 
standards committees?  
It is a matter for the relevant authorities to provide guidance in their responses, however 

the principle of transparency is crucial. 

 

Question 5 -  In relation to principal councils, NPAs and FRAs, do you agree that 
recordings of meetings required to be broadcast should be retained? 
 



A specific retention period should be identified for keeping recordings of meetings that 

must be broadcast, such as 6 or 12 months. It should be noted that the formal record of the 

committee is the written minutes of the meeting and not a recording of the webcast.   

In addition, consideration should be given to the cost for retaining the recordings, as they 

are large digital files. 

 

Question 6 - What, in your opinion, would be the likely effects of extending the duty to 
broadcast meetings on the Welsh language? We are particularly interested in any 
possible impact on opportunities to use the 
Welsh language and not treating the Welsh language less favourably than English. Do 
you think that there are opportunities to promote any positive effects? Do you think 
that there are opportunities to mitigate any adverse effects? 
For Wales as a whole, the impact of extending the duty to broadcast council committees 

will have a positive impact on the Welsh language, with the language being heard in live 

discussions in Local Authorities. It would be necessary for legislation to clearly state that 

all committees are expected to be broadcast in Welsh and English, and not solely the Full 

Council meeting.     

In Cyngor Gwynedd, extending the requirements would have a positive impact on the 

Welsh language. As all committees are already held through the medium of Welsh, 

broadcasting them would ensure that the Welsh language is heard more frequently online.  

We ensure that the Welsh language is not treated less favourably than English.  

Please note that the arrangement of holding meetings through the medium of Welsh 

language is the DEFAULT arrangement in Gwynedd. No one has to submit a request in 

advance to speak Welsh. The requirement for all Local Authorities to provide simultaneous 

translation by default for all meetings, and a duty for Chairs to encourage speakers to 

contribute in Welsh would promote the Welsh language and mitigate any negative impacts.  

If Welsh speakers have to submit a request to speak Welsh in a meeting, the Welsh 

language is therefore treated less favourably. 

 

Question 7 -  In your opinion, could extending the duty to broadcast meetings be 
formulated or changed so as to: •  have positive effects or more positive effects on using 
the Welsh language and on not treating the Welsh language less favourably than 
English; or • mitigate any negative effects on using the Welsh language and on not 
treating the Welsh language less favourably than English? 
See the above answer regarding the default position to be able to contribute in Welsh at 

meetings. This would offer more opportunities for people to listen to the Welsh language 

live in committees or listen to a recording afterwards.  This in turn will support the 

development and provision of Artificial Intelligence in Welsh. However, it must also be 

ensured that there are enough officers who have the right language skills to ensure 

accuracy and quality in the use of artificial intelligence. 



Some authorities are also using or considering using subtitles in webcasting – it should be 

ensured that Welsh subtitles are available as a matter of equality for all.    

 

Question 8 - Please explain how you think broadcasting of council meetings impacts 
different social, economic and cultural groups, both positively and negatively and what 
measures can be undertaken to ensure equitable access and representation  
In general, broadcasting more Council meetings has a positive impact on different social, 

economic and cultural groups while also reducing inequality.  Ensuring open democracy 

for all is an important principle that should be respected. 

However, webcasting does not answer everyone's needs. It must be emphasised that there 

are some people in deprived and rural areas who do not have access to adequate web 

provision, or who lack access to equipment to watch webcasts. Not everyone is going to 

find it easy to listen via a computer, and viewing a screen is going to be difficult for some 

people.  

 

Question 9  We have asked a number of specific questions. I If you have any related 
issues which we have not specifically addressed, please use this space to report them: 
 
Please note that there is no reference in the consultation to the need to broadcast meetings 

of Joint Corporate Committees. 

It is considered that the Welsh Government should provide specific guidance on this, 

together with a budget for delivering this important element. 

 

 

 

 


